
QUESTIONS ON PARASHAT BECHUKOTAI 
 

Q-1.  (a) Since Shemot 20:5 indicates that Bnei Yisrael’s rewards for serving Hashem will be 500 times greater than their punishments for not serving 
Him, why are there 32 verses (26:14-45) of curses in Bechukotai but only 11 verses (26:3-14) of blessings? (b) Of the 22 blessings listed as reward for 
Bnei Yisrael doing the mitzvot, which (1) 6 blessings relate to successful agriculture? (2) 8 blessings relate to security and peace? (3) 3 blessings relate 
to population growth? (4) 5 blessings relate to spiritual greatness? (c) Why do the blessings focus mainly on material rewards and not spiritual rewards 
(4 reasons)? (d) (1) Which 4 generations realized most of these blessings by studying Torah and performing the mitzvot? (2) When will Bnei Yisrael be 
awarded with all of the blessings? (e) When 26:4 says, “ve-natati gishmeichem be-itam” (I will provide your rains in their times), what does “in their 
times” mean (2 views)? (f) Since 26:8 says that 5 of Bnei Yisrael will pursue 100 enemies, a ratio of 1:20, why will 100 be able to pursue 10,000, not 
2,000, which is what the 1:20 ratio would be? (g) When 26:13 says, “va’oleich etchem komemiyut” (I will lead you erect), to what 2 blessings does 
“komemiyut” refer? (Vayikra 26:3-13) 
 
A-1.  (a) The blessings are stated in general terms while the curses are very specific, and by stating the blessings generally, Hashem leaves room to 
increase their number and intensity, but by giving the curses in detail, He limits the punishments to those stated (ibn Ezra). (b) (1) (i) Hashem will give 
the rains in their times, (ii) the land will yield its produce, (iii) trees will bear fruit, (iv) Bnei Yisrael will still be busy storing grain from one harvest when 
the next crop is harvested, (v) Bnei Yisrael will eat bread to satiety (26:4-5); (vi) Bnei Yisrael’s old grain will improve with age, and they will move the 
old grain to make room for the new (26:10); (2) (i) Bnei Yisrael will dwell securely in Eretz Yisrael, (ii) Hashem will provide peace, (iii) no nation will 
make Bnei Yisrael tremble, (iv) wild beasts in Eretz Yisrael will be harmless, (v) the sword of no foreign army will pass through Eretz Yisrael, (vi) Bnei 
Yisrael will chase their enemies, (vii) 5 of Bnei Yisrael will chase 100, and 100 will chase 10,000, (viii) Bnei Yisrael’s enemies will fall before them (26:5-
8); (3) Hashem Will (i) Turn to Bnei Yisrael and Bless them, (ii) Make Bnei Yisrael fruitful, (iii) Increase Bnei Yisrael’s numbers greatly (26:9); (4) 
Hashem Will (i) Establish permanently His covenant with Bnei Yisrael, (ii) Set up the Beit haMikdash among Bnei Yisrael, (iii) not Reject Bnei Yisrael, 
(iv) Walk among them, (v) Make Bnei Yisrael His people (26:9,11-12) (Maharsha – Bava Batra 88b). (c) (1) Since receiving spiritual rewards is the 
natural result of performing mitzvot, Hashem does not need to list them, but instead, the miraculous material blessings are described (Ramban). (2) 
The primary blessings and punishments come not in this world, but in olam haba and gehenim, and Hashem Promises that one who does mitzvot will 
have good health, prosperity and security to enable him to increase his service to Hashem and gain even more spiritual rewards, while it will be more 
difficult for those who rebel against Him to earn olam haba (Rambam – Hilchot Teshuva 9:1). (3) Since, while we live in this world, we are incapable of 
understanding the rewards of olam haba, the Written Torah does not elaborate on olam haba, but focuses on the earthly rewards that are clear and 
demonstrable (R. Bechaya). (4) The blessings do promise 5 spiritual rewards (26:9,11-12), and the righteous will merit spiritual greatness even while 
indulging in the material blessings (N. Scherman). (d) (1) The generations of (i) Moshe in the midbar, (ii) Yehoshua (Sanhedrin 20a), (iii) Kings David 
and Shlomo, and (iv) King Chizkiyahu (Sanhedrin 94b). (2) In the future, there will be an era when Bnei Yisrael will reach a level of spiritual perfection, 
since all of Bnei Yisrael will study the Torah and keep the mitzvot (Ramban). (e) (1) Rainfall will be purely beneficial, with ample spring rain in Nisan 
and fall rain in MarCheshvan (Medrash Hagada). (2) It will rain only at night, when people are not outside – specifically, Wednesday nights, when 
“demons” are outside, and Friday nights, when families are gathered at the Shabbat table (Ta’anit 22b). (f) The ratio for 100 is higher than the ratio for 
5, since the more people who unite in serving Hashem, the more effective their collective actions will be (Rashi). (g) (1) Bnei Yisrael will walk with their 
heads erect and will not be afraid of anyone, since the nations will fear them because they will bear the kedusha of the Shechina on their faces (Torat 
Kohanim). (2) Bnei Yisrael will grow in physical height, reflecting their increased spiritual stature (Baba Batra 75a). 
 
Q-2.  (a) In the tochacha, (1) what are the 7 general categories of curses? (2) when 26:17 says that Bnei Yisrael’s enemies will rule over them, to 
whom do these “enemies” refer? (b) Why, of all of the nations, did Hashem threaten only Bnei Yisrael with curses? (c) What are the 7 steps that cause 
Torah-observant people to become alienated from the Torah? (d) When 26:21 warns, “If you behave with Me ‘keri,’” what does “keri” mean (4 views)? 
(e) (1) Why is “ve-hashimoti” (I will make desolate) spelled (i) with a vav in 26:31 but (ii) without a vav in 26:32? (2) Why will Bnei Yisrael “be-chukotai 
timasu” (reject My statutes) (3 views)? (3) Why does the superfluous word “Ani” (“I”) follow “ve-hashimoti” in 26:32 but not in 26:31? (4) How is “ve-
hashimoti Ani et ha’aretz” (I will make the land desolate) a comfort for Bnei Yisrael? (f) How do we know that Yerushalayim was sanctified for all time, 
even after the destruction of the Beit haMikdash? (g) After 26:40 says, “[Bnei Yisrael] will confess their sins and the sins of their fathers”, and 26:42 
says that Hashem will Remember My covenant with Ya’akov …”, why does 26:41 say that Hashem Will Bring them to the land of their enemies – do 
they not deserve a reward, not a punishment after they have repented? (h) Why was the galut Bavel (Babylonian exile) 70 years? (Vayikra 26:15-35) 
 
A-2.  (a) (1) (i) Health – Hashem will inflict fatal illnesses on Bnei Yisrael (26:16), (ii) agriculture – Bnei Yisrael will sow their fields in vain, and the trees 
not bear fruit (26:16, 19-20), (iii) peace – Bnei Yisrael’s enemies will battle them and defeat them, and Hashem Will Break the pride of Bnei Yisrael 
(26:17,19); (iv) animals – wild beasts will kill Bnei Yisrael’s children, destroy their livestock, and diminish the population, and the beasts will make the 
roads desolate (26:22); (v) punishments – Hashem Will Punish Bnei Yisrael with the sword, pestilence and shortage of bread (26:25-26); (vi) 
desperation – with their idols destroyed, the Beit haMikdash desolate, and their cities in ruins, Bnei Yisrael, as a result of desperate starvation, will be 
forced to eat their own children (26:29-32); (vii) exile – Hashem Will Scatter Bnei Yisrael among the nations (26:33) (Maharsha). (2) The “enemies” 
refer to fellow Jews, and the curse is that not only will the nations that rule over Bnei Yisrael take what they see Bnei Yisrael have, but fellow Jews also 
will ensure that secret treasures are taken away (Rashi). (b) Since Hashem Loves Bnei Yisrael, He Afflicts them so that they will be purified for olam 
haba (Tzror Hamor). (c) (1) Failure to study the Torah diligently; (2) failure to perform the mitzvot due to a lack of Torah knowledge; (3) despising other 
Torah observers, who remind him of his sins; (4) hating of Torah scholars who preach Torah observance; (5) battling against Torah observers to 
prevent them from performing mitzvot; (6) denying that the mitzvot were of Divine origin; (7) denying the Existence of Hashem – these 7 steps lead to 
the 7 categories of curses (Hirsch). (d) (1) “Casually”, as a matter of choice and convenience, showing that Bnei Yisrael will not be taking the mitzvot 
seriously; (2) “by holding back”, since Bnei Yisrael will harden their hearts toward Hashem (Rashi). (3) “With stubbornness”, by obstinately refusing to 
draw close to Hashem (Onkeles). (4) “With happenstance”, because Bnei Yisrael will believe that their misfortune is coincidental, rather than Divinely 
ordained (Ramban). (e) (1) (i) 26:31 refers to the destruction of the Beit haMikdash, while (ii) 26:32 refers specifically to the mizbei’ach, since Parashat 
Shelach mentions the korbanot 6 times as having a “rei’ach nichoach” (satisfying aroma), and the vav, in 26:31, which represents 6, refers to the 
removal of the “rei’ach nichoach” from the korbanot, due to Bnei Yisrael’s actions, which will result in the exile of Bnei Yisrael from Eretz Yisrael 
(Rokeach). (2) (i) Chukim are laws whose rationale most people do not understand, e.g., sha’atnez and para aduma, and Bnei Yisrael will reject “My 
Chukim”, since they have no apparent benefit; (ii) Bnei Yisrael will consider all of the mitzvot to be an unacceptable heavy yoke (Ramban). (iii) Bnei 
Yisrael will abhor the sages who teach the mitzvot, which will lead to the destruction of Yerushalayim and to the loss by each individual of his portion of 
olam haba (Rambam – Hilchot Talmud Torah 6:11-12). (3) Hashem is Indicating that He Will Not actively Destroy the Beit haMikdash, letting Bnei 
Yisrael’s enemies demolish it, but He Will Actively send Bnei Yisrael into exile and will be there with them to ease their suffering (Panei’ach Raza). (4) 
While Bnei Yisrael will be exiled from Eretz Yisrael, none of its conquerors will ever prosper in the land, and throughout history, no occupier has farmed 
the land successfully or found contentment in Eretz Yisrael (Rashi). (f) 26:31 says, “ve-hashimoti et Mikdesheichem”, (I will bring your sanctuaries to 
desolation), meaning that even after the destruction of the Beit haMikdash, Yerushalayim will still retain its kedusha (Rambam – Hilchot Beit haBechira 
6:16). (g) Bnei Yisrael’s repentance in 26:40 will be incomplete, and Hashem Will Humble them further – He Will Bring them back to Eretz Yisrael, 
which will be ruled by their enemies, as happened during the return of Ezra to Eretz Yisrael after galut Bavel (Ramban). (h) The galut “appeased the 
land” (26:34-35), reflecting Hashem’s Anger for the failing of Bnei Yisrael to fulfill the shemita and yoveil requirements for 436 years – each 100 year 



period included 14 shemita years and 2 yoveil years, for a total of 70 of the 436 years, for which the 70 year of galut atoned for Bnei Yisrael’s failure to 
observe shemita and yoveil (Rashi).     
 
Q-3.  (a) When Hashem says that Will Remember His covenant with the avot, why does 26:42 first mention Ya’akov, then Yitzchak and finally Avraham 
(2 reasons)? (b) Why is the name “Ya’akov” spelled here with an extra “vav” (2 explanations)? (c) What is the significance of the superfluous word “et” 
when listing each of the avot? (d) Why does Hashem add that in addition to remembering the brit with each of the avot, “ve-ha’aretz ezkor” (I Will 
Remember the Land)? (Vayikra 26:42) 
 
A-3.  (a) (1) While Ya’akov was the “least” of the avot, his merit should suffice to save Bnei Yisrael, but if that is not enough, the merit of Yitzchak will 
suffice; and the merit of Avraham certainly will suffice (Rashi). (2) Hashem will remember the merit of Ya’akov since all of his children were tzadikim; 
nevertheless, even the merit of Yitzchak will suffice, even though he had Eisav, and the merit of Avraham will suffice, even though he had Yishmael 
(Abarbanel). (b) (1) The name “Ya’akov” is spelled with an extra vav 5 times in Tanach, once here and 4 times in Sefer Yirmiyahu, while the name 
“Eliyahu” is spelled 5 times with the vav missing, 4 times in Sefer Melachim Bet and once in Sefer Malachi – Ya’akov “holds” the vav until Eliyahu 
announces the redemption of the offspring of Ya’akov (Rashi). (2) The extra vav alludes to the geula which will take place in the 6th millennium (Yalkut 
Shimoni). (c) “Et” refers to the imahot (mothers – Sarah, Rivka, Rachel and Leah), whose merit is needed for Bnei Yisrael to be redeemed – “et” here 
means “together with” the avot (Torat Kohanim). (d) The avot and Eretz Yisrael were intimately connected, and just as living in the Land helped the 
avot to achieve perfection, living in the Land will aid Bnei Yisrael in attaining perfect service of Hashem (Vayikra Raba). 
 
Q-4.  (a) Why does Hashem conclude the tochacha in 25:45 by mentioning the He Took Bnei Yisrael out of Mitzrayim? (b) (1) When, after the 
tochacha, 26:46 says that Hashem Gave all of “ha-chukim, veha-mishpatim veha-torot” (the decrees, the ordinances and the teachings) to Bnei Yisrael 
through Moshe at Har Sinai, why are 7 laws – arachin (valuations), temura (changing the kedusha status of animals), hakdasha (donating objects to 
the Beit haMikdash), bechor (first-born animals), cheirem (banned property) ma’aser sheini (2nd tithe) and ma’aser beheima (animal tithe) – 
subsequently added (4 reasons)? (2) Why is the word “veha-torot” in the plural, rather than “veha-Torah”? (c) Why does the last verse of Sefer Vayikra 
repeat 27:34 that these laws were given through Moshe at Har Sinai? (Vayikra 26:45-46, 27:34)  
 
A-4.  (a) Hashem Promises that just as He Performed numerous miracles when Bnei Yisrael originally became His people at yetzi’at Mitzrayim, so will 
He Perform such miracles for them a second time in the future (Malbim). (b) (1) (i) Since the voluntary acts of arachin, temura, hakdasha, bechor and 
cheirem do not fit the theme of the rest of Sefer Vayikra, which discusses mandatory mitzvot that atone for the sins of Bnei Yisrael and bring them 
closer to Hashem, these laws are separated from the rest of the mitzvot (but this does not explain why the obligatory 2nd and beheima ma’aserot are 
included here) (Hirsch). (ii) All of the mitzvot previously mentioned in Vayikra are part of Hashem’s brit with Bnei Yisrael at Sinai (the “Chorev brit” – 
Devarim 28:69), but these laws, although given also at Sinai, are not part of the brit (Sforno). (iii) All of Vayikra describes how Hashem Makes us 
kadosh, but these appended laws show that Bnei Yisrael can also declare items kadosh, and these mitzvot are separated from the rest to show that 
Bnei Yisrael has the limited ability to create kedusha (Sefer haChinuch – Mitzvah 357). (iv) In the arachin laws immediately following the tochacha, the 
sum of the payments for all of the age groups is 143 shekalim, and the arachin atone for the 45 curses here and the 98 curses in Parashat Ki Tavo, 
which is a total of 143 curses (Ba’al haTurim). (2) This teaches that Moshe, at Har Sinai, received both Torot, i.e., the Torah Sheh-bichtav (the Written 
Torah), and the Torah Sheh-be’al Peh (the Oral Torah) (Torat Kohanim). (c) One might think that he must do only the mitzvot that are obligatory, but 
not the mitzvot in the optional category at the end of Sefer Vayikra, but the Torah tells us that since Hashem gave even those mitzvot at Sinai, once 
one undertakes, through a neder, to do them, he cannot change his mind and must carry them out (Hirsch). 
 
Q-5.  (a) (1) Why are the laws of arachin stated immediately after the tochacha? (2) Why did one pledge the monetary value of his life? (3) For what 
were contributions of a person’s arach to the Beit haMikdash used?  (b) (1) Since for each age group up to the age of 60, a female’s arach (fixed value) 
is 50%-60% of a male’s arach, why is the arach of a woman older than 60 a full 2/3 of that of a man older than 60? (2) What class of person who 
pledged his arach to the Beit haMikdash had to pay the amount listed in the Torah? (3) What arach did one have to pay (i) if a rich man pledged his 
arach and becomes poor? (ii) If a poor man pledged his arach and became rich? (iii) if a poor man pledged his arach, became rich, then became poor 
again? (c) (1) If one tried to substitute an animal for another one that is kodesh (temura), why did both become kodesh? (2) What are the only 3 mitzvot 
lo ta’aseh (negative mitzvot) for which one incurred malkot (lashes) even though he did no act of commission?  (Vayikra 27:7-10)    
 
A-5.  (a) (1) Since in dire circumstances like the tochacha, it was appropriate to give tzedaka (charity), since “tzedaka tatzil mi-mavat” (charity rescues 
from death – Mishlei 10:2), people would pledge the value of his or her own life to tzedaka in order to request Hashem’s help (Rokeach). (2) If one 
donated his own monetary value, Hashem considered it as if he had sacrificed himself to Hashem (Medrash Tanchuma). (3) For repair to the Beit 
haMikdash (Rambam – Hilchot Arachin 1:10). (b) (1) After age 60, a man’s value decreases faster than a woman’s, as it is stated, “if there is an old 
man in the house, there is a stumbling block in the house; if there is an old woman in the house, there is a treasure in the house” (Rashi). (2) A wealthy 
person – if he was poor, he had to pay whatever his means allowed; (3) (i) and (ii) he paid a rich man’s arach; (iii) he paid a poor man’s arach (Hilchot 
Arachin 3:2,5). (c) (1) Since one might be unwilling to part with a valuable animal, he might try to substitute an inferior animal – the Torah therefore 
banned all substitutions (Rambam – Hilchot Temura 4:13). (2) (i) Swearing falsely, (ii) cursing someone using Hashem’s Name, (iii) temura (1:1)  
 
Q-6.  (a) From which crops did ma’aser sheini (2nd tithe) have to be taken (2 views)? (b) (1) Why did the annual ma’aser beheima (tithe of kosher 
domestic animals) have to be eaten in Yerushalayim? (2) On which 3 dates did the tithing of animals take place and why? (Vayikra 27:30-32)  
 
A-6.  (a) (1) Grain, grapes and olives (Rashi). (2) Every crop that is primarily for human consumption (Rambam – Hilchot Terumot 2:1). (b) (1) To 
increase the Torah knowledge of the farmers and their families – since they were involved in the barley harvest around Pesach and the wheat harvest 
around Shavuot, the farmers would want to offer the Yom Tov korbanot and rush back to the harvest, but by having to eat the ma’aser beheima, they 
remained in Yerushalayim, surrounded by the members of the Sanhedrin, kohanim, levi’im and other sages, who taught them Torah; (2) (i) last day of 
Adar; (ii) 35th day of the omer; (iii) last day of Elul – these dates each are 15 days before one of the regalim, giving the farmers time to bring the animals 
to Yerushalayim before each Yom Tov (Bechorot 59b). 
 
Q-7.  In the haftara, to what activity did the Navi refer when he says, (a) “arur ha-gever asher yivtach ba’adam” (cursed is the man who trusts in man), 
and (b) “baruch ha-gever asher yivtach be’Hashem” (blessed is the man who trusts in Hashem)? (Yirmiyahu 17:5,7)  
 
A-7.  (a) When a farmer plowed and harvested, saying, “I will sow during shemita and eat,” Hashem would curse him, but (b) when he observed 
shemita, Hashem would bless him (Rashi).  
 


